
 

Alta Studia Heraldica 
                The Scholarly Journal of the        La revue savante de la 

Royal Heraldry Society of Canada       Société royale héraldique du Canada 
 

HONORARY EDITOR - ÉDITEUR D’HONNEUR 
Sir Conrad Marshall John Fisher Swan   
KCVO, KGCN, BA (Windsor), MA (W. Ont.), PhD (Cantab.), LLD, FRHSC, FSA, Garter Principal 
King of Arms Quondam 
 
EDITOR - ÉDITEUR  
D’Arcy Jonathan Dacre Boulton    
UE, SMStJ, BA Hons (Tor.) MA, PhD (Penn.), DPhil (Oxon.), FRHSC, FSA, AIH, Professor of 
Medieval Studies and Concurrent Professor of History, University of Notre Dame  
 
EDITORIAL BOARD - COMITÉ DE RÉDACTION 
Adrian Ailes 
BA (Read.), MA (Lond.), DPhil (Oxon.), FHS, FRHistS, FSA, AIH, Principal Record Specialist, Early 
Modern Records, The National Archives, England, General Editor, The Harleian Society 
 

Richard John William d’Apice 
KGHSep, AM, LLB (Sydney), FSAG, Solicitor of the Supreme Courts of New South Wales and the 
Australian Capital Territory, President of The Australian Heraldry Society  
 

Brigitte Miriam Bedos-Rezak 
L-ès-L (Paris IV: Sorbonne), Archiviste-Paléographe (Éc. Chartes), FSA, Professor of History, New 
York University 
 

Gerard J. Brault 
Off. O. Palmes académiques, Off. O. Nat. du Mérite, M.O. Francophones d’Amérique, BA (Assum.), 
MA (Laval), PhD (Penn.), LittD (Assum.), FHS, FSA, FMAA, (ex-AIH), Edwin Erle Sparks Professor 
Emeritus of French, Pennsylvania State University 
 

Patrick T. Crocco 
BA (Brock), LLB (Ottawa), MSc (LSE), LLM (Lond.), Barrister and Solicitor, Member of the Law 
Societies of Upper Canada and of England & Wales, Reserve Legal Officer with the Office of the 
Judge Advocate General for the Canadian Forces  
 

James Frederick Ransom Day 
BA (Stetson), MA (Fla.), MA (Oxon.), PhD (Duke), AAIH, Prof. of English, Troy State Univ., Alabama  
  

John Joseph Fitzpatrick Kennedy   
K(MagG&Ob)SMOM, BA Hons (St Thom. U.N.B), MA, PhD (Tor.), FRSAI, FRHSC, AIH, Professor of 
Philosophy and the History of Science, Centennial College, Toronto 
 

Duane L. C. M. Galles  
KC(Star)OHSep, KMSCOStG, KMGSovMOM, OStJ, BA (G.Wash.), MA (Minn.), JD (Wm. Mitch.), 
JCL, JCD (St Paul), PhD (Ottawa), AAIH, FSA Scot, Attorney-at-Law, Minnesota 
 

Jonathan David Arthur Good   
BA (Dart.), MA (Tor.), PhD (Minn.), FRHSC, Assistant Professor of History,  Reinhardt College, 
Georgia, USA 
 

Peter Kurrild-Klitgaard 
KStJ (Brand.), BA, MSc (Cop.), MA (Colum.), PhD (Cop.), FSA Scot, AAIH, AAIG, Professor, Univ. of 
Copenhagen, Vice-President, Scandinavian Heraldic Society 
 

Christopher P. M. McCreery 
SBStJ, BA (W. Ont.), MA, PhD (Queens), FRCGS, FCNRS, Private Secretary to the Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia, and Comptroller of Government House, Halifax 
 

Robert Pichette  
ONB, BA, D ès L, (ex-FRHSC), AIH, Dauphin Herald of Arms Extraordinary, CHA 
 



Preliminary Matter                                                                                                          ii 

 
Alta Studia Heraldica 3  (2010)  

 

 
 

Editor’s Preface – Préface de l’éditeur 
 
This, the second independent issue of Alta Studia Heraldica, has for a variety of 
reasons taken rather longer to produce than its Editor had hoped or expected. 
Nevertheless, I believe that it has been worth the time and effort, and is a worthy 
successor to the first: both in maintaining the same high standards of scholarship, 
and in continuing the discussion of the issues raised therein.  Indeed, of its five 
articles, three are successors to articles included in the first issue, and the other 
two are concerned with different aspects of one of its principal themes: the 
nature, history, current state, and application of the Law of Arms (as it pertains 
to what were originally military emblems) in the countries whose legal systems 
are primarily based on those of England.  In the last issue the countries in 
question were Canada and Australia, each the subject of a single article; in this 
issue, one article is again concerned with Canada, but two deal with the United 
States — whose selective reception of English Common Law and constitutional 
division of powers have put the very existence of a distinct Law of Arms there in 
some doubt.  The two remaining articles are sequels to the introduction and final 
article of the first issue, and are concerned with other matters in the history of 
heraldic practices in France, England, and Canada. 
 The first article, building on the general survey of the nature and history 
of heraldic studies, is the first of a three-part series on the history of the language 
used for the designation, classification, and study of what I called ‘heraldica’: 
language whose unsatisfactory nature I suggested in the former survey, but 
which I hope to demonstrate and explain in this detailed survey — while at the 
same time providing heraldists with the first scholarly overview of this aspect of 
heraldic discourse, set into successive historical contexts. The Part published here 
covers the first two periods in the history of what I call ‘taxonomic terminology’, 
between its first emergence around 1170 and 1335, the eve of its expression in the 
first of the primitive treatises on armory.   In the fifth article in this issue I 
examine a very different theme: the nature and history of the insignial elements 
of the current armorial achievement of the Queen of Canada, whose emblematic 
elements I examined in the previous issue. I again propose a number of ways in 
which it could be improved in order to represent more precisely and 
appropriately the nature of her regal dignity and authority, and its historical 
roots not only in England and Scotland, but in France. 
 The three articles related to the Law of Arms deal with quite different 
aspects of it in the two successor-states of the British Empire in North America. 
Christopher Mackie’s article is concerned with the origin, nature, and potential 
application of this Law in each of the ten Canadian provinces, and the extent to 
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which this might be distinct from the Law on the level of the kingdom, which 
alone has been provided to date with a competent authority to administer it.   In 
response to Lord Lyon Blair’s remark that Canada had a series of differing laws 
governing heraldic matters, he concludes that ‘arms granted by the Canadian 
Heraldic Authority are governed by a single body of law, and a body of law not 
far removed from that of England’. 

Duane Galles’ article is also concerned with heraldic authority on the co-
sovereign, federative level, which in the United States is where it principally 
resides. After setting out the history both of armigery in general, and of the use 
of both heralds and pro-heralds both in the thirteen southern provinces of British 
North America before their de facto independence in 1776, and in the ever-
growing number of the states of the new Republic recognized in 1783, Galles 
explains why the federal government of the United States (in marked contrast to 
that of Canada) lacks the constitutional authority to register or regulate the use of 
the heraldic emblems of entities other than those directly dependent upon it. In 
consequence, whatever authority there might be to do either in that country rests 
in principle with its fifty individual states, should they choose to exercise it.  He 
then proposes an ingenious solution to the many problems that would be 
presented by a partition of heraldic authority among so many distinct juris-
dictions: namely, that by employing either the legal device of the interstate 
compact, or a minor amendment to a state constitution, the more manageable 
number of five regional heraldic authorities could be created, each representing a 
natural cultural division of the country and of its pre-revolutionary traditions.  

Finally, David Boven’s article presents the first thorough discussion of 
the one heraldic authority that has actually been established in the United States: 
the so-called ‘Institute of Heraldry’ of  the United States Army, which despite its 
name has come to exercise the limited jurisdiction enjoyed by the federal 
government over the granting, registration, and regulation of heraldic and quasi-
heraldic emblems.  Among the many interesting things that it reveals are the 
problems that inevitably emerge when an authority of this kind is created 
without any advice from existing authorities or their officers, and without any 
formal educational requirements for those hired to perform its functions.  

Significantly, neither author addresses in a systematic way the more 
fundamental question of whether or not a form of the Law of Arms related to 
heraldic emblems was actually received after the Revolution in any part of the 
United States, on either the federal or the federative level.  I hope that this 
question will be both addressed and answered in a future issue of this journal. 
  
Sommaire français. Ce numéro de la revue présente cinq articles, dont trois continue 
les arguments de trois articles du premier numéro par les mêmes auteurs, et les deux 
autres continuent les thèmes de la nature, l’histoire, et l’application des Lois d’Armes 
dans les pays qui ont reçu leur système légal surtout d’Angleterre: thèmes partagées avec 
l’un des premiers trois articles.  Les sujets plus particulier des articles sont (1) l’histoire 
du lexicon taxinomique héraldique en France et en Angleterre avant 1335; (2) l’histoire 
de la reception et la nature de la Loi d’Armes au Canada au niveau des dix provinces; (3) 
l’histoire des pratiques armigéraux, hérauderiques, et pro-hérauderiques aux pays 
maintenant inclus dans les États-Unis jusqu’au présent, une explication du problème 
créé par la limitation constitutionelle des pouvoirs du gouvernement fédéral de l’É.-U., et 
une solution proposée permettant la création de cinq autorités héraldiques régionales; (4) 
l’histoire et les fonctions de la seule autorité héraldique qui existe à présent aux États-
Unis: l’Institut Héraldique de l’Armée; et (5) la nature et l’histoire des éléments 
insigniaux des Armoiries Régales et Régnales du Canada, et des réformes proprosées pour 
faire les insignes utilisés jusqu’au présent plus apropos à l’héritage biculturelle de notre 
royaume et à la dignité de notre reine disticte de celle qu’elle occupe au Royaume Uni. 
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